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Abstract Stenichnus (s. str.) sakurayamanus sp. nov. is described from Gunma 
Pref., Japan. This is the first member of the genus recorded from Honshu; the type 
material has been collected in Mt. Sakurayama. Habitus of the holotype male and the 
aedeagus are illustrated. 
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Introduction 

Only five species belonging to the large genus Stenichnus Thomson have been 
found in Japan so far. Interestingly, they inhabit Hokkaido, Kyushu, the Tokara 
Archipelago (Nakanoshima Is.), and the Sakishima Archipelago (Iriomotejima and 
Ishigakijima islands) (Jaloszynski, 2004; 2006), but none was known to occur on 
Honshu, the largest Japanese island. This remarkable gap in distribution of this genus 
seemed to be a result of inadequate exploration rather than a true lack of Stenichnus on 
such a large area. Here we report discovery of the first species of this genus on Honshu, 
in a mountainous region of the Gunma Prefecture. The type material is deposited in the 
National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo, Japan (NSMT); measurements follow 
the convention used by Jaloszynski (2004). 
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Figs. 1. Stenichnus sakurayamanus Jaloszynski et K. Arai; habitus of the holotype male (length 
1.68 mm). 


Taxonomy 

Stenichnus (s. str.) sakurayamanus sp. nov. 

(Figs. 1-3) 


Diagnosis. The following combination of characters is unique for this species: body 
length below 1.7 mm; vertex with very distinct, dense, large and deep punctures; frons 
and pronotum nearly impunctate; profemora of male very weakly modified; aedeagus 
with biemarginate base and simple internal sac without dark sclerites. 

Description. Body moderately slender, strongly convex, light brown, covered with 
vestiture slightly lighter than cuticle. 

Male (Fig. 1). Body length 1.68 mm. Head widest at large, strongly convex eyes, 
length 0.28 mm, width 0.30 mm; vertex large, nearly subrectangular, convex on sides 
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Figs. 2-3. Stenichnus sakurayamanus Jaloszyi^ski et K. Arai; aedeagus in ventral (2) and lateral 
(3) views. Scale bar: 0.5 mm. 

and slightly flattened in middle; tempora arcuate, in dorsal view as long as eye; frons 
small, triangular; supraantennal tubercles not marked. Punctation on vertex composed 
of very distinct, large, deep and sharply marked punctures distributed densely but 
unevenly, distances between punctures are equal to 0.5-1.5 puncture diameters; setation 
short and sparse, suberect, tempora with several longer, more erect and curved lateral 
setae. Antennae long and slender, gradually broadening toward apices, length 0.28 mm; 
antennomere I 2.7 X as long as broad; II 2.5 X as long as broad; III 2 X as long as broad; 
IV 1.6X as long as broad; V 1.8X as long as broad; VI 1.2X as long as broad; VII 
1.4 X as long as broad; VIII 0.9 X as long as broad; IX and X each 0.8 X as long as 
broad; XI 1.5 X as long as broad. 

Pronotum elongate but relatively stout, broadest in anterior third, length 0.38 mm, 
maximum width 0.40 mm, width at base 0.33 mm. Anterior margin strongly rounded; 
lateral margins rounded and strongly convex in anterior half, constricted in posterior 
third, nearly straight in posterior fourth; posterior margin arcuate; base of pronotum 
with slightly impressed transverse row of four small and moderately deep pits. Pune- 
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tures on disc very fine and sparse, pronotum appears impunctate under magnification 
40 X; setae moderately long and dense, suberect to erect, directed upwards and posteri¬ 
orly. 

Elytra oval, broadest distinctly anterior to middle, from broadest place strongly 
narrowing anteriorly and posteriorly; length 1.03 mm, width 0.70 mm, elytral index 
(length/width) 1.46. Humeral calli very weakly marked; base of each elytron with 
large, circular and deep pit. Punctures on elytra very large, deep, sharply marked and 
dense, distances between punctures on median part of each elytron equal to or slightly 
shorter than puncture diameters, punctures are distinct up to apices; setation slightly 
longer and more erect than that on pronotum, moderately dense. Hind wings well 
developed. 

Legs long and slender; profemora in lateral view with nearly straight dorsal margin 
in apical third of clavate part, then regularly rounded up to stalk-like basal part; all tibiae 
straight. 

Aedeagus (Figs. 2, 3) 0.88 mm in length, moderately stout, with distinctly biemar- 
ginate base, apex subtrapezoidal, minimally emarginate, in lateral view not curved; 
internal sac simple, with densely granulate walls; basal orifice located very close to base 
of median lobe; parameres short, not reaching apex of median lobe, each with two setae. 

Female. Ffnknown. 

Distribution. Japan: Honshu (Gunma Prefecture). 

Holotype male, white handwritten label “Mt. SAKURAYAMA, Onishi machi, 
Gunma Pref., JAPAN, 22.V.1999, Koji TOYODA leg.”, and red printed label 
“STENICHNUS (s. str.) sakurayamanus Jaioszynski et K. Arai, det. P. JALOSZYN- 
SKI, ’08, HOLOTYPUS” (NSMT). 

Etymology. Locotypical, after the type locality, Mt. Sakurayama. 

Remarks. This species differs from all other Japanese congeners in having very 
distinct, dense and deep punctures on the vertex, while the frons remains nearly 
impunctate. The aedeagus of S. sakurayamanus is most similar to that of S. bellulus 
Jaloszy8jski. However, the latter species is smaller, its head bears much finer punc¬ 
tures, the aedeagus shows clear differences, and S. bellulus is restricted to the southern¬ 
most Japanese islands (the Sakishima Archipelago) and Taiwan. Other species of 
Stenichnus from Taiwan, China or the Russian Far East have clearly different aedeagi. 
Amongst West Palearctic species the most similar copulatory organ can be seen in S. 
pusillus (Muller et Kunze), but external morphology of that species is strikingly 
different. 
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Stenhomalus japonicus (Pic, 1904) is one of the most problematical species among the 
Japanese members of the Obriini. This species had been believed as a member of the genus 
Obrium followed the original combination, and was recently identified its true systematic position 
as the result of reexamination of holotype (Niisato, 2006). Besides, the long used name S. lighti 
Gressitt, 1935 was suggested as a junior synonym of this species (Niisato, op. cit.). Though 
originally described from “Sado, Japan”, S. japonicus has never been rediscovered from the type 
locality after the original description. We are going to give an additional record of this species 
from Sado Island based on the specimens recently collected by the junior author. 

Specimens examined. 2 cAA 2 -¥■■?-, Mt. Donden-yama, Sado Is., off NW. Honshu, Ryotsu 
City, Niigata Pref., Japan, emerged out in IV-1999, from the freshly dead trunk of Cornus 
controversa Hemsl., T. Kinoshita leg. 

Notes. Male genital organs of S. japonicus from Sado Island are as shown in Figs. 1-3. 
Miroshikov (1989) described and illustrated the male genitalia of S. japonicus based on the 
specimen from Far East Russia under the name of S. lighti. According to the present examination, 
the median lobe and vestigial tegmen at least in proportion are quite identical with those of two 
localities. 
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Figs. 1~3. Male genital organs of Stenhomalus japonicus (Pic) from Sado Is., off NW. Honshu, 

Japan. - 1. Median lobe with vestigial tegmen, lateral view; 2, ditto, dorsal view; 3, 8th and 

9th abdominal segments, ventral view. 
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